Hue, Vietnam (March 14): A variety of innovative new angles of attack and elevation changes at the award-winning Laguna Golf Lăng
Cô course will greet competitors at next week's 13th Faldo Series Asia Grand Final.
According to Adam Calver, Laguna Golf Lăng Cô's Director of Golf, participants can expect to be severely examined in the third Grand
Final to be staged at the layout sculpted by Sir Nick Faldo.
"With some new tees, the golf course now provides some very distinct angles and elevations never before seen at Laguna Lăng Cô.
Several of the new tees were always part of Sir Nick's vision and a few others have just manifested themselves as we reviewed the
playability and aesthetics of each hole," said Calver, whose team have produced immaculate playing conditions.
He added: "Players in this year's Faldo Series Asia Grand Final will have to adjust their game from past years as our fairways are
tighter and our greens are firmer and faster than the past two events.
"The tighter fairways will demand the players maintain accurate distance control to avoid rolling into bunkers or hazards. This will also
allow them to control the ball more on approach shots from the fairway. Ball position on the greens will make all the difference."
Further adding to the appeal of the course, several of the coastal holes have been opened up to reveal more views of the beach
running alongside the East Sea. "The coastal winds will play more of a factor on holes seven, eight, nine and 10," predicted Calver,
who is delighted at the progress that has been made on the course over the past 12 months.
He said: "Our Golf Course Maintenance and Landscape Teams have truly stepped up their game. We are producing conditions that
just a year ago seemed a decade away from achieving. We have entered March in a better condition than our peak in 2018. This
allows our teams to truly dial in the fine details ahead of the Grand Final. Our main objective in 2019 is to deliver pure and firm playing
surfaces that are on a par with the best courses in the world.
"We are excited to welcome Sir Nick back on site next week to discuss and finalise the phase two plans for the course. We are
considering a few more tees and adjusting some bunkers.
"There are also the ever-expanding rice fields on holes three and four. Sir Nick was impressed with the additional three hectares of rice
paddies we installed last year and we have now restored a few more behind the 13th green that had been abandoned in past years."
The 2018-19 Faldo Series Asia season is supported by The R&A and endorsed by the Asian Tour and the Asia Pacific Golf
Confederation. The International Junior Golf Academy is a partner of the Faldo Series.
As well as two events in China and Thailand, championships have been staged in Australia, Bangladesh, Chinese-Taipei, Hong Kong,
India, Japan, Korea, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Singapore and Vietnam over the past 12 months.
Recognised as the only global amateur series for boys and girls, the Faldo Series was established in 1996, expanding to Asia in 2006.
Today, 40 Faldo Series tournaments take place in 30-plus countries worldwide, touching more than 7,000 golfers each year. Past
champions include Tseng Ya-ni and Rory McIlroy, both multiple Major winners, while Thidapa Suwannapura (2010 Faldo Series Asia
Grand Final Girls' champion) and Nasa Hataoka (2016 Faldo Series Asia Grand Final Girls' champion) both won on last year's LPGA
Tour.

